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Abrief and true Rclation of threeNo-! 
torious Murthers: committed by 
three Bloud- thirſty men- z. upon 
their own VV ves. 
The one was done in the Count) of 
Kent, in the lſle of Tenet: Decemb. laſt. 
The other was done at 1/lingtons neere 
| unto London, this preſent year,1653- 
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The third was done upon à Major in 
Coven-Czar den ncecre [ ondon. 


Arthur Knight and Thomas Laret was exe- 
cuted, March 2. 1653. 


' This Coppy was drawn up on purpoſe to 
give the world ſatistaction, whereby 
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to know in what mann r the mut 
ders was committed: wn, 
| the very truth, and no 
| more e but che truth. N 


— 


| Primced for. C. hertſon, at the ligne ＋ 2 
the Bible in Gilt- ſpur - ſtreet, without ; | 
New-gate. 1653. 
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A Noreof the Names of thoſe that 
\WCIe hanged. 


1 Entry At kinſon for picking a pock- 
et of three ſhillings. Thomas Mor- 
ral for ſeverall burgleries. Richard Dove, 
and ſohn Cony for Robbing the Nor- 
wich Poſt. William Silver for burglary. 
Thomas H nſcombe for burglary. Ro- 
b rt Woodſtock tor burglary, Robert 
Keyes for wives and Linnen. Sil veſter 
Stanbridge for Robbing a Majors houſe 
necre VVattord, and for other burgla- 
ries. 
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Pg Hat Conſcience is fled; 
a4 Promiſes brokeny 
tn if athing that is too well 
We knowne in theſe our 
| froward and diſtratjed 
times, as it may appeare 
Ly theſe, three unhumane Murtherers, 
which made ſlaughter of thew Lam ful 
wedded wives. 

The manner whereof ſhall dired l be 
here Related, to the end that all Deſpe- 
rate, Dangerous, and Haſty ſpirited 
Men may take a ſpeciall care by theſe 
Examples, that through the Temptati- 
ons of the D1vell, they fall zot iato the 
Me relapſe. 
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So with my Prayers to Almighty God 
for all Men that will eadeatour to 
ſerve the Lordo and keepe the Feare of 
god before their Eyes, 


I remaine your Friend: 
Laurence Price. 
ana ſo goe forward with 


my wofu!l Diſcourſe, 


(5) 
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Here followeth a bi ef 


and true Relation of one Maſter 
S411, an Eſquire, who 
lived in KEN T. 


mt AS > FE Wo:ldiscome fo ſuch a 


Fay pate, that many men make if 
: 
2 


\ I rt:cir common pꝛaqiſe and daily 
Aram to run headlong into 
we pitfall of wiſchiefe : ſome 
relights in ſwearing, ſome in 
tho einge in dzunkenneſſe ſome into 
de te. ſo'ne mto others: and ſome 
that they man e no mo:e conictente to kill a 
Neighhoar. a Bꝛother. oz a wite, chen they do 
to kill a dumb Beall 82 d Dog: As thts ſad 
aample makes mantleſt. 

Hob that in the County of Kent in the 
Ille of Tener, in the Parriſh which is caed 
the Tr wn of Saint Lawrance: there lived 
a welthy Eſquire called Paſter Spratling by 
name, duo delighted much in keeping of Dogs 
fo2 his pleaſure. 

a 3 And 


ay —_— 


5 (69 
And as it is ſuppoſed, be loved his Dogs 
better then he loved his wife: and many times 
would wzangle and fall out abgut his Dogs, 
bo in his rage and fury, there was none 
— pacifie his w2ath ſo wel as his wife could 
n f 
One night amongſt the reſt, being Satur⸗ | 
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dap at night, December laſt rx. 165 3. This 
Saller Spratling came home in a madding 
rage, and finding ſo much fanlt about his dogs, 
chat no ons cou tell how to qualtſie his anger. 
in ſo much, chat he made them all afraid that 
came neere him: at laſt his loving wiſe, with 
kind peſwaſlons, came unto him and deſired 
of him chat he would be pleaſed to pzap unto 
the Loꝛd, and call upon bim fot mercy, and 
that he would foꝛbeare to ſweare and tocurſe 
thereby hs offended his Paker, and wꝛonged 
his own ſoule. 

E ut che moꝛe the ſought to perſwade him 
the wozle he was, ſb ſwearing and calling 
his wife many ill names: ſaid that he would 
be her butcher befoze the mozrow moming: 
and there withall charged his man chat was | 
then pꝛeſent witch them, to keep his wife in | 
hold till he went fozth to unlooſe a point and | 
came to them again: fo2 ſaid he to his man, | 
* let her goe J will pꝛeſenily be che death 
of the e 

The poung man fearing what bis Maſkcr | 
world doe to him ik he let his Miſtris — | 
ry 
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kept her in the rame vhere ſhe W1s til lac 


tins that his Mater had bin forth and core 
in again, and thts ts the truth of IO $ 


that he bzonght a Cozd and a Cie | 
hun, and lo he bannd his man hands and f&t 

and caſt him unon cy8 ground, | 
His Wike ſceing that, ran ſpeevily to the 
Doze, and laping her hand on the Eatch, 
thought to get ont of the Rome and ſcape 
awap, bat he quickly ſtopt her pafiage, and 
wich dis Cleaver gave ber fuch a Chop, that 
behad almoſt cur go her h ind at the firſt blow, 
theredt his wife with much patience ſpoke tg 
him and gave him never a bad woꝛd, but pꝛaid 
him chat he would be ſo gab ns to let her 
fetch aChirurgean to curg Her Found and all 
things (houlv be well: Ngo laid he, 5 can 
cure pou my lelfe ; And with that word he 
gave her fuch a terrible krone with the 
Cleavir, that be clove her head atunder ; 
hen he bad cut her, and moztifpes her, that 
the Une was never ſeen, and that her blond 
ran all about the Rome: he toka Uellcti 
which he had, and laded up the Broud of his 
Uikfe, and put it in the Ueſſeil. After that he 
went into another Nome Where his Dogs 
were, ho weben thep had ſmelt the ſent of the 
blond, thep fella bawung and backing at hiv; 
in a melt wondcrous ſozt, as tf they had been 
ſenſible of the Barvarous murcher hich he 
had dont fs his wife, | 
A 4 Bu; 
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But to make ſhozt diſpatch, he kild all his 
Dogs, and chꝛew the Tarkaſe of his dead 
Alte amongſthts bead Dogs: then he tok 
his Dogs blould and mingled it wich his 
Miles bloud, and went to the young man 
vhich lap bound, and waſht his fare io his 
ownehands in the bloud, and ſpzinkled bloud 
upon the walls, and upon every thing that 
wis tn the Rome: when he had © done, he 
unbound us Man, and told him that he had 
given him his life. 

La(t of all, he twke his Cleaver in one 
hand a Wiſfo! charged, and ſo ſtod on his 
Guard all dap on Sunday, till ſuch time chat 
the Deputy of the rd d came and diſar ned 
him, and bꝛought him to Sandwich Pitſan, 
ubere he now remameth: 45's Daug ter and 
other Servants Which were in he Honlſe 
vhere be murchered his Mife, had o-kt up 
themſelves in anocher Rome, ano by that 
_— thep labd their Lives thzough Gods 

ercy. 

Now fince Maſter Spratling bath beene 
in the P2tfon in Sand witch Goa'e ſome cer⸗ 
taine people that are of his acquaintance, 
have been to talke and diſcourſe with him: 
there as one asking him wbecher he was not 
ſo2ry fo2 that he hab ſo bloudiſy murthered 
his Wife; He anſwered, chat if it were to 
doe againe he would doe it: and all that he 
was ſoꝛty ſoꝛ, was becauſe he had kid no 


mo2e | 


| 
| 
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mode of them. 
che Loo in merep grant that all en 
that goes by the name of it ns, may be. 
have themſelbve as i ins oft to doe, fo 
that they may nor take dr light in ſpilling in⸗ 
nocent bigud, 


AMEN, 


Here followeth another 
bloudy Example, which is full 
as bad or worſe then that 
which was done in 
KENT. 


N the Parriſh of Iſhngton nere unto 
ond en there dwelt a man ſchoſe name 

was 1 homas. Larct a Carpenter by 

Trade, he having marryed a vi e which 
was know: to be à very hort woman, and 
one that labonred md tok meat patnes fo: 
her libing, any ofte tines would put the 
money in his hand that ſhe cot about ar god 
mens 


: ( IO} 
mens Houſes by ſcowꝛing, and waching and 
ſach like (avo1cs, vet be bild wetch would 
beat her, am lick hor, md pinch her, and beat 
her wich bis {ts vvoat the head, © Gat many 
timos thea be can? home in his dwellich fits, 
he wound beat 2er with Dtaffe. oz Tlub, oz 
any ching elie chat came nert to his hand, till 
ge had made her all of 4 gaze hloud. 

Mis com nau courle if life was co dominckt 
and apa in all houſes to Dwagger, dzink, 
roare md fight, and weuld curſe and ſweare, 
as if ge 22110 teare do en the Heavens, and 
vbe 1 he had bꝛought himſelte out of quiet, he 
wouſd came home and abuſe his paze Wife 
in ſuch a go2rivie manner, hat it would male 
a tender heart to bled, to thinke of the Toꝛ- 
ments that he poꝛe Creature tadures: and 
although Hat many times his boneſt Netgh- 
bours wo 11d, and did gentip and neekly chive 
him, and give god Counſel, he wo:1id ſweare 
and curſe at chem and deale tho woꝛſe with 
her: Saping, ik he crip!e3 her, he muſt kep 
her, it he kild her, de mull be hang d foz her: 
with theſe and many (ach unreaſonable nn- 
ſeaſanavic anſwers, he word ſend them packs 
ing. 

But nod behold hat afcer came to palle - 
the po:ze woman vhidy is bere ſpoken off, 
yaviag been a mongſt lame of her friends, and 
receiv?d foine ſmall parſell ot money foz wok 
ſcpich ſhe hid done, and hoping to 41 her 
coward 
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as 
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froward Mus band, the bought a Sheeps head 
to make him lome Pottage agamſt be came 
dome but all ſhat ſhe did oꝛ cauld doe. could 
not pzedaile, fe he having been amonaft 
ſomeof his back Zompanions, came home in 
a deſperrts rage, tdteading to kill bis wife, 
and taking a Stole in his hand, be ſtꝛuck her 
on the head till the fell to the ground: then 
dꝛawing fo:tha Cole out of his Caſe, ich 
was like unto a Knife, hs ſtabd and gabe her 
many deadly wouds, uyillt the cry*d out in 
this monratni{ manner, ſaping god Hu- 
band doe not kill me, I p2ay pou ſpare my 
life, even fo2 the Koꝛds ſabe. conſider dere 
Husband that J am with Child, and not as 
bove ſire weeks to goe of my time, and there, 
fo;e J pꝛap pou if you will not ſpare: me fo2 
mpore ſake, yet ſpare mc fo 5our C ildes 
lake vhich is in my wombe, pet rothing conid 
mode the merctieſſle Uillatne to reimozte, he 
never left ſtabing and ſtriking tiil he had 
wounded her to death: one of the Ne'nbbo!s 
chat dwelt rert to the place tod at the win- 
dom uhuſt he was beating bis wi, and hear 

ing her make a pititull moane, 8urtt not goe 

into ttze houſe, butcaFdto him as ſhe Nod and 

vad him not to kill his wiſe. but he gave her 

ſuch avillansus anſwer which made her runne 

awap for feare he ſhould kill her alſo. | 

A his was done on wediielday mo:ning. 
Ianua y 12. the next morninz he went ts — 
cr 
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(ped, and ſo to colour ſhe mat er ch it his 
Utillany ſheuld not be knawa : Bat beroze ge 
cond bꝛing the v1\tneTe o paſſe, be uu by 
meanes of he UMom n Sat yeard her crp, 
and an ther of the A:t1huM2s taken and 
bꝛougqh vefoge the Juſt ce vi the Peace. 

Ard deing exam ned ie was by che Tye. 
deace tonnd guilty - ind uu ſen by Order 
of Lawon'o Rewgate ]32.ſon, there to e. 
ma ne till ge next Seſſtzns: Fo2 its cho ght 
bat o hecs ch it had 3 yJand in che mar c 
of the Mom. in ſhall thea come to troad 
wich him, 

Aud nau fo canclade, che Mom wn Hh it 
was mur hered had ab ve thicty gricvaus 
wounds ud ſtobs in her K. v. ſo ene in ue 
Dea), and Neck ſo ne in che g ides and in 
der the Arinc pits (one hiaug che Bowe s, 
and Sccret part. The kke Aula ou“ Au, 
all cheui that ſaw it, ſaid that they never ſaw 
the like beioze. 

Th it this is true, there need no farther 
witneſle, ſoz there went moꝛe then a thouſ nd 
people out of Lond-n to behold ihe Coꝛps of 
themurthered Woman befoze ſhe wis bu⸗ 
ried. The L029 (cn9 all goneſt Komen bet: 
ter Husb mds. 

Thus have J laid open to che view of the 
world. ſuch matters of Murder, that if it 
were not io wel known tobe true, and _ 


hor x Coffin, thinking to barrhis Wife wich 
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(13) | 
it was done ſo nere at h md it would never 
be belie bed. 

It is ſatd that ſince the time was limited, 


chat every one might uſe their own conſcience, | 


that it islawful fo2 everyone to doe as they 


liſt: but thoſe things are contrary carrpcd: 
fo2 allthongh there be liberty of —— | 


allo ved in ſome matters, tyece is no liberty 
alowed to doe Murther. 

And a!ttough the Divel hath taught his 
Decip'esſuch a teflon that they care not 
do they kl. yet Gods wozd laich plainly, 
chou mali obe no murther. 

And now + would have all v ilfull a de⸗ 


ſperate mien and women ts feare God and 


take heed what daß doe. Fo; if a man have 
the Conſcience to kil his wife: o Ha woman 
have rg moꝛs conſcience but to ktl her Hug» 
band. the L aw wil pzoceedagainſt chem: and 
wholcever uus hs U Uife ſhall be banged 
fo: his wife : and although theſe two vile 
U — _ as — — = 7 try- 
All. pet cet tainly thep are kept faſt in 
till — time that their triall is to be aged, 
and chen rode abt but they ſhall be ſareco habe 


their deſ-rt : and it is verily ſuppoſed that one 


of (bem. if no both is to be hangdin Chaines, 
God give them 1— to call foz Pergp, and 
forepert them of their ebill Actions. 

And now to dꝛaw to a concluſfon, J leave 
it to the diſcretion of all conſciencions = 
to iudge ol the matter, bhefher it be 
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tting 
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fo2 any man fogoeab2oad and make bimſelfs 
dꝛunke amongtt evill and perverſe compant- 
ons. and alterwards come home in an antick 
humoꝛ and call his wife whoꝛe and bli ch, ko 
ſweare nd to curſe, to kick and to ſpurne, fo 
tut, ſtrike 02 Fab his harmeleſſe wile, as tis 
known that Thumas Laret did oftentimes 
doe. 1 

It is written in the ſecond Chapter of the 
Bk of Geneſis, that a man foꝛ fhat canſe 
ſhall foꝛſ ke both his Father and Pocher. and 
all o her Friends and Kindꝛed and cleave to 
his wife, and they twoſhall be one fleth, Gen. 
2.22) 24. 
I hope chere is no man noꝛ woman that is 
called by the name and title of a Chiſfian, fo 
wicked as to thinke the woꝛd of God not tobe 
true: maꝛcover, if we beliebe Gods Wozd 
to be true, that a man and his wife then they 
are marryed together are termed to be both 
one fieſh: hat man win be ſo wicked as to 
frike, and beate, and ban, am curſe his own 
fleſh nhich is his lawful 4 abſslute tuife:again, 
it woman. if ſhe velieves in God wil gor 
oat to wꝛong her Pugband, and to be anof- 
renee to him mom ſheolt ta be a helper, 


CD. 2, 

But this which is here ſet downe is pꝛinted 
to te end foꝛ Pen and Women not onelp to 
heare it and lake upon, but alſo to conſider ol. 
and to conclude with the old Þzoverbe, happe 


are they that can take warning by other folks 
barmcs. Thomas 
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vas ajudgd to be hanged on a gibbet at ſling- 
ton neer unto the place wherere he did the 
murther. 

Here followech another bloudy murder com- 
mitted on the bod ot Maior Furnifall a 
gentleman of good rank and quality 

1 wo:thp gentleman of god account cald 
' b, foe name of io Furnifall trhich had 
foꝛmerly been a Comm der in the wars, in 
which time he beha ved him ſelſ ſs well, that he 
gaind che love of all ſoꝛts of people, as weliin 
the City as the Country, and whereſcever 
be came be had a diligent care that his ſonldt- 
ers ſhould do no wzong: yet we mayſee that 
the beſt of us all tan no ways pꝛe vent danger: 
but by heavenly p:ovidence, as may appeore 
by this gentleman here ſpoken of, fo2 ene 
day he babing been merry with ſeme of his 
friends, his chance was te light on two of his 
moꝛtall enemies being bꝛochers in wickednes 
loꝛchey met with Maioꝛ urn tall, ſaluted him 
ſo they betrayd him with ſaying. E od ſabe yon 
noble fir, and after their fa lſe friendſhip. thep 
defiredhls companp to dꝛink a cup of Wire 
o Beere : hich aio: Furnifall conlented 
unto ſo they went all th:& together into a 
Coks houſe to dzirk, which houſe is in * uſ- 
ſel· ſtreet in Coven- Garden next unto the roſe 
Tavern. the Tok and bis N iſe a e known 
tobe very hcneft people. an? have the god 
will and love of all their neigbbo2s, the nome 
of che Cook ts Edu ad Bowers: the two bros 
chers which are here ſpoken of, one of their 
namcs was Arthor Knight, and the ocher his 
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bis name was Thomas Knight, they h>ving 
gotien «ye Mato: tnarom line, without any 
one o pd oꝛ ait him, oma K1jebr held 
faſt the chamber do; wh lt his bo ber r- 
thor Kni ht in- moſt b.oudy manner f. l up· 
on che M toꝛ de Wounded him with his 
knife, ſabd him in ſeverall places, cu- g 

no'e ma noſt grievous manner, and yauling 
of him Town stamp upon wich his feet till he 


lett him to:: noſt dead, which h bing done, 


t ok the monep ont of his pocket and fo run 
taꝛth into the fireet ſweering god d mme, 
that nov they were chroughly revenged che 
Co vi en he ſaw what was done, followed 
after them thinking to have ſtaid them, + r- 
thu: Kg ir began o dꝛaw bis Swoꝛd, and 
ſwore he wild do: as much to him, where⸗ 


upon the Tok m intuliy ran to hun and tok a 


Ueapon, and by that meanes: he eſcaped 
with life. ſo the Cons wite being a god ſpiri⸗ 
rited woman, ventured he: lifetn ber Þ18- 
bands behalfe, and held ene of the Bzothers 
oꝛ ele her husband might have loſt his life. 
But io conclude che Gentleman dyed with 
the wounds mo bꝛuſes wich ſhephadgiven 
him; one of the Bꝛothers is fled and gone.the 
other by oꝛder uf K a condemnd to dye, and 
to be hang d upon a Gibbet neeꝛe unto the 
place where the Murther was committed: 
God in h's mercy give all men arace to take 
heed what company chey come in's, foꝛ in 
theſe times a man can hardly tell who to truſt. 
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